
The Reformation Lectur-

ers, CM Eric Baldonado 

and Prof. Det Neri, did 

not just give the partici-

pants a glimpse of our 

history yesterday, No-

vember 16, 2016. They 

provoked the UTS com-

munity into a challenge 

of remembering the 

past and charting the 

future in the lens of our prophetic call, dar-

ing the prophets with their presentations on 

“Transforming the Reformation” and 

“Sulong- Tanaw” respectively. 

Baldonado, after giving a glimpse of the 

reformation story both from above and 

from below, asked how reformation can 

lead to transformation. In the need to 

transform reforms, he stated that we should 

“participate in revolutionizing the poor”.  

Voicing that much of history was told and 

written by Westerners, upper class men, 

and the powerful, he said that we should 

write and retell history from the poor and 

for the poor. According to him, 

“Reformation alone is inadequate. Five 

centuries have already passed. I believe it’s 

time to move for transformation.” He further 

challenged the participants by saying that: 

“Reformation has to end. No more patch-

ing and repairs. Total overhaul is needed, 

and that, maybe is what remembering the 

past and charting our future really means.” 

A reflection and assertion from an 

“outsider” was then shared by Neri, in her 

perspective of a liberating Christian Church, 

while disclosing “kinakabahan ako pag 

nasa simbahan”. She 

presented how Hitler of 

Germany is equal to  

Marcos of the Philippines 

and equal to the Chris-

tian church on morality, 

in terms of being the 

great icons of human 

rights violations. As she 

helped us recall our own 

people’s tragic history 

with statistics and facts,  

Dr. Mariano C Apilado, Dr. 

Emerito P. Nacpil and Dr. 

Romeo del Rosario, three 

former presidents of Union 

Theological Seminary were 

all present as resource per-

sons during the Agustin-

Smith Annual Lectures yes-

terday, November 16 at Sa-

lakot Chapel.  

 

Prof. Lizette Tapia-Raquel, 

UTS Dean of Student life, 

introduced the ASAL speak-

ers. And together with the 

chairperson of Union’s Board 

of Trustees, Bishop Daniel C. 

Arichea, Jr. and Rev. Dr. 

Eleazar Fernandez, UTS cur-

rent president, they shared 

insights related to this 

year’s theme, 

“Remembering the Past 

and Charting our Future”.  

  

Participants from Wesley 

Divinity School and Aglipay 

Central Theological Semi-

nary joined the above 

mentioned program. 

Thaad Kolin Samson from 

the MDiv Juniors rendered 

a song “Take Me Out of 

the Dark”.  

The Agustin-Smith Annual 

Lectures seek to bring 

“outstanding leaders, 

preachers, biblical schol-

ars, feminist scholars and 

theologians to Union Theo-

logical Seminary, Philippines, 

to spread the word of God, 

to offer quality education to 

seminary students, to equip 

the laity, and to provide 

continuing education for 

the clergy.  

ASAL is funded by an en-

dowment from Pati Agustin-

Smith, an alumna. 

Rev. Sharon Rose Joy Ruiz-

Duremdes, former NCCP 

GenSec, and former Chief 

Justice Puno were previous 

ASAL lecturers. 

Three UTS Former Presidents at ASAL 

Reformation Lecturers Dare the Prophets 
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Sports has always been a part of the 

UTS community’s strengthening relation-

ship with ecumenical partners and oth-

er institutions. The UTS community takes 

pride in the Basketball Varsity Team 

which has been showing good sports-

manship and camaraderie in all their 

friendship games with other seminary 

institutions.  The team serves as Ambas-

sador of Goodwill. It is proof that semi-

narians are still able to practice and 

develop skills needed in the ministry 

even outside the four corners of class-

rooms, away from theological books, 

Bible and other reading materials. 

Included in the 3-day event is a friendship game between 

the Union Varsity team led by Team Captain Jordan Mora-

dos and Aglipay Central Theological Seminary (ACTS) Varsi-

ty team from Urdaneta, Pangasinan. ACTS attended almost 

all the activities during the 109th founding celebration and 

offered three songs during the cultural night. The game  

ended with a UTS win, 79-68. —hjs 

 “Education is the most 

powerful weapon which you 

can use to change the world”, a 

quote from Nelson Mandela who 

is a South African activist, former 

President and a global advo-

cate for human rights.  

 Like Mandela, Rev. Liber-

ato C. Bautista, a peace and 

human rights advocate, writes 

and lectures intensively in a vari-

ety of fields. He serves as Assis-

tant General Secretary for United 

Nations and International Affairs 

for the General Board of Church 

and Society (GBCS) of The Unit-

ed Methodist Church.  

He is also involved with the Con-

ference of Non-Governmental 

Organizations in Consultative Re-

lationship with the Conference of 

Non-Governmental Organizations 

(CONGO), an international um-

brella organization of some 540 

NGOs spread around the world. 

Rev. Bautista took his Political Sci-

ence History and Master in Inter-

national Studies at the University 

of the Philippines in 1982 and 

1989, respectively. He also took 

his Doctoral Studies in Religion 

and Social and Political ethics at 

Drew in Madison, New Jersey in 

the United States.  

At 9am Thursday, Union will give 

one of its highest and most distin-

guished degrees to Rev. Liberato 

C. Bautista. The Doctor of Divini-

ty, Honoris Causa. The impressive 

credentials and global ecumeni-

cal involvements of Rev. Bautista 

makes Union very honored and 

proud to give him this degree. 

The Peace Lecture for this year’s 

convocation will be given by 

Rev. Bautista right after the Con-

ferral Ceremony. –hjs 
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Friendship Game 

 (UTS varsity and Aglipay Central Theological Seminary) 

UTS and ACTS Win 

Union’s Pride and Honor  

Hindi bayani si Marcos! 

U NI ON  V OI CE  

Humimlay man sa libingan ng mga bayani 

Bigyan man ng parangal ng pagpupugay ng marami 

Maitala man sa listahan ang kanilang pagwawagi 

Ngunit kailanman ang pagtataksil ay hindi maiwawaksi 

 

Sa mga pamilyang naiwang luhaan at may hinagpis sa 

puso 

Sa mga kababaihang nakaranas ng kahayupan at  

pang-aabuso 

Sa mga kalalakihang dinakip at sa kamay na malupit ay  

minaltrato 

Sa mga batang nawalan ng magulang at  

Inakalang abandonado 

 

Patuloy ang laban sa mapagmalabis na kapangyarihan 

Ito ay tunggalian hindi ng bayani sa libingan 

Kundi ng uring patuloy pa rin tayong pinamamahalaan 

Gamit ang salapi at posisyong hindi pinaghirapan 

 

Bayani ang nagbuwis ng buhay para sa kapwa 

Bayani ang kalimutan ang sarili at isipin ang bansa 

Bayani ang sinumang hindi magtataksil sa mga aba  

 

Pwe! Hindi bayani si Marcos! -hjs 

Cont. of Reformation Lecturers Dare the Prophets... 

 

she also showed how gender bias and violence is engrained within our heteropatriarchal systems. Concluding her lecture 

with Mebuyen, a Manobo goddess filled with breasts to welcome those who didn’t experience love on earth, she empha-

sized her confidence with Union prophets towards siding with the poor and continuing our prophetic call-- not just to re-

form but to transform. No to reformation but yes to transformation. –sbk 


